ARTSCAN CIRCLE IS EXPANDING
MEET OUR NEWEST BOARD MEMBERS FOR 2020

- Ryan Cunningham In 2017 Ryan founded a management-productiontouring company called Cunning Concepts &
Creations. CC&C is currently touring the multiple
Award winning production, HUFF written and
performed by Cliff Cardinal. Originally produced by
Native Earth Performing Arts under the Artistic
Direction of Ryan Cunningham (2014-2017).
Before establishing CC&C Ryan had the honour of
serving as Artistic Director, administrator and actor
at Native Earth Performing Arts between 20032017. In 2009 he co-founded Alberta Aboriginal
Performing Arts in Edmonton and served as it’s
founding Artistic Director for 5 years. AAPA
produces The RUBABOO International Indigenous
Arts Festival: both celebrating their 10-year
Anniversary this Spring (2019). After many years,
Ryan recently stepped down from the Board of the
CanDance Network and IPAA (Indigenous
Performing Arts Alliance). Ryan was a founding
member and producer of The Agokwe Collective
which extensively toured the multiple Dora awardwinning production, AGOKWE by Waawaate
Fobister (Originally produced by Buddies and Bad
Times Theatre).
As an actor, Ryan has performed across the Country working in TV, Theatre & Film for over two
decades. He can be seen playing the role of Darcy Douglas in all 5 seasons of the award winning
APTN television series, BLACKSTONE. Selected Theatre credits: Oh, what a lovely War, Grand
Hotel, AN OCTOROON, The Madness of King George III (The Shaw Festival). King Lear, Ecstasy of
Rita Joe (National Arts Centre). Yukonstyle (Canadian Stage). Julius Caesar-Death of a King, Dreary
& Izzy, Annie Mae’s Movement (Native Earth Performing Arts). Urinetown: The Musical, Vimy
(Firehall Arts Centre). Ryan has been nominated for the KLM Hunter Artist Award and the inaugural
Johanna Metcalf Performing Arts Prize.
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- Stephanie Feletto Stephanie was born and raised in the James Bay
coastal community of Moose Factory, Ontario.
Stephanie is a proud mother to her daughter and
a grandmother to her 3 year-old grandson.
Motivated and deeply influenced by the
traditional teachings of family immersed in
traditional Cree values; she has committed her
life journey to supporting and strengthening the
mental, physical, emotional and spiritual wellbeing of Indigenous Peoples. Stephanie’s
distinguished career includes a Bachelor
Administration degree from Lakehead University,
working with First Nation’s, the Canada Revenue
Agency (CRA), Indigenous and Northern Affairs
Canada (INAC), Nishnawbe Aski Nation (NAN)
and provincial Ministries (MNR, IAO, MAG),
Director Indigenous Youth and Community
Wellness Secretariat and is the current Team
Lead of the Family Information Liaison Unit at the
Indigenous Justice Division at the Ministry of
Attorney General.
She was a founding board member for the Aboriginal Sport & Wellness Council of Ontario, both a
team member and later Assistant Chef-de-mission for Team Ontario at the 2014 North American
Indigenous Games, and believes in the healing power of sport and active living.
Stephanie is the recipient of numerous awards while working at Canada Revenue Agency and
Indigenous Northern Affairs Canada, recognizing her professional contributions to the development of
policy, frameworks and relationship building. In 2009, she received the Northwestern Ontario
Aboriginal Achievement Award for community involvement. Nominators stated, "Stephanie has given
up her own time to provide opportunities for our youth to be engaged in healthy activities - She is wellspoken, outgoing and willing to help others attain their educational and personal goals - Her passion
for helping the Indigenous community is evident in her dedication locally and nationally in providing
guidance to Indigenous peoples.”
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- Cindy PaulNorthern Alberta songbird Cindy Paul is deeply
connected to her Cree/Metis roots and it shines through
in every breath and beat of her music. An established
songwriter, producer and visual artist, Cindy was
honored with nominations from New York's Native
American Music Awards, Western Canadian Music
Awards, Canadian Folk Music Awards and Milwaukee's
Indian Summer Music Awards, featured on the Native
American Music Award compilation CD Water is Life in
support of the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe's efforts to
protect their land and water.and composed the theme
song for the World Indigenous Nations Games. Cindy's
original composition, He Can Fancy Dance is utilized
internationally for residential school education and
cultural sensitivity training. The Flight, released in
December of 2016 was met with remarkable reviews
and music award nominations which included:
Canadian Folk Music Awards for Aboriginal Songwriter
of the Year, Native American Music Awards for Female
Artist of the Year & Best Folk Recording, Western
Canadian Music Awards for Indigenous Artist of the
Year, Edmonton Music Awards for Indigenous
Recording of the Year and Indian Summer Music
Awards for Best Folk Album.
She has been featured on radio shows across turtle island and has played many legendary festival
stages such as Boonstock, North Country Fair and Folk on the Rocks. Cindy was featured as a presenter
at the 2016 and 2017 Native American Music Awards where she also joined forces with Keith Secola and
recorded a haunting, live version of her new song The Trickster.
Cindy is an advocate for health & healing through natural therapies, traditional medicines, music, art, and
cultural teachings. Cindy maintains her career developing and facilitating visual art, music, songwriting
and natural health care workshops for communities and schools throughout Canada incorporating her
love for the arts and healing into her work, her music and her life.
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- Mimi O'Bonsawin Mimi O'Bonsawin is an award winning, roots
songstress. Although based in Toronto, you can
find Mimi out on the road bringing songs and
stories to divers audiences all over this country
and abroad. Her songs are heavily influenced by
her Franco-Ontarian and Abenakis roots and flow
through a centre of love and creativity. Her
compositions are nurtured by the beauty of her
home landscape, Northeastern Ontario and her
performances are honest and raw. With a recent
award at the nationally recognized Indigenous
Music Awards and songs placed in TV, Mimi is
gaining momentum. Sandy Mowat, a CBC
programmer has said "Mimi may be the hardest
working woman in the singer-songwriter biz!". She
was recently awarded Best Pop Record at the
Indigenous Music Awards. She has performed in
front of international audiences and has shared
the stage with artists like Buffy Sainte-Marie,
Crystal Shawanda, Francesco Yates, Tom Wilson
and more. Mimi's music is regularly aired on CBC,
Walmart and LCBO radio, and streamed through
Stingray and Galaxy, as well as on stations across
Canada.

Her song ‘Stone Gaze’ was placed in Showtime’s Ray Donavon TV Series (E1S5) and other tracks
from her records are featured on APTN's Mohawk Girls.
Her musical creations flow through a centre of love, with the intention to give back and spreading
awareness. Mimi O’Bonsawin’s presence is not limited to the stage and radio play. You may witness
her passion for songwriting and music by attending her inspirational workshops given in schools and
conferences across the country. In a time where you may feel like it has all been done before, Mimi is
a rare find. She is one of a kind.

